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WASHINGTON -- Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)                called on the Republican controlled Congress to finish the job of                resolving budget issues and passing a 1999 budget deal. A third                continuing resolution (CR) -- an extension of government funding                -- will be needed by midnight tonight in order to keep the government                running.              

"The fiscal year began on October 1, but Congress is still working                on eight of the 13 appropriation spending bills needed to run the                government.              

"The Republican-controlled Congress has squandered opportunities                to pass meaningful legislation that would have improved health care,                reformed campaign finance, and curbed teen smoking.              

"This Congress is clearly derelict in its duties. If they spent                half as much time working on the real issues as they did investigating                the President, we could have made a real difference in people's                lives," said Olver.              

One of the major issues holding up the negotiation process is President                Clinton's initiatives to&nbsp; improve education. Democrats are                holding strong on proposals that would reduce class size, train                new teachers and modernize schools. The Republican proposals cut                after school programs, cut work study (program to help kids from                working families pay for a college education), and cut Head Start.              

Other major differences among the Democratic and Republican initiatives                include Democrats insistence on sufficient IMF funds to alleviate                economic crises in Asia, Russia and Latin America. And, Democrats                are demanding that the numerous anti-environmental riders be dropped                before the President can sign the bills into law.              

It is anticipated that Congress will roll all of the remaining                FY Š99 Appropriations bills into one omnibus appropriations spending                bill. The House and Senate cannot adjourn until the 1999 budget                is completed.             
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